POLYBUTYLENE

PIPE
Polybutylene is a form of plastic resin that was used extensively in the manufacture of water supply piping 
from 1978 until 1995. Due to the low cost of the material and ease of installation, Polybutylene piping systems were viewed as “the pipe of the future” and were used as a substitute for traditional copper piping. It is most commonly found in the “Sun Belt” where residential construction was heavy through the 1980’s and early-to-mid 90s, but it is also very common in the Mid Atlantic 
and Northwest Pacific states.
While scientific evidence is scarce, it is believed that the oxidants in the public water supplies, such as chlorine, react with polybutylene piping and acetal fittings causing them to scale and flake and become brittle. Micro-fractures result and the basic structural integrity of the system is reduced. Thus, the system becomes weak and may fail without warning causing damage to the building structure and personal property. It is believed that other factors may also contribute to the failure of polybutylene systems, such as improper installation, but it is virtually impossible to detect installation problems throughout an entire system.
For more detailed info, click here.
